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CAL-WESTERN GETS GAS MOTOR 

The California Western Rail- 
road has purchased a gasoline 
passenger motor for service on 
its line between Fort Bragg and 
Willets. The motor will be 
numbered M-150 and will replace 
M-80 on the day run. It was 
purchased from a Southern Calif- 
ornia line recently.-=-H.He 

The gasoline passenger car 
of the Trona Railroad in Owens 
Valley was sold recently.--FAaG 

2 plus 2 


OREGON ELECTRIC'S NEW MOTOR 
The Oregon Electric has 
put its new freight motor #51 
into service. Its general 
specifications are the same as 
the company's other 4-truck 
motor #50, but has a short cab 
and long hoods instead of the 
long cab. The engine has a 
pantograph in addition to trolly 
poles---a inovation for the line. 
==-RoV eMe 
MARKET STREET RAILWAY 
REVIVES RICHLAND CAR LINE 
The Market Street Railway 
has added a new branch to the 
#9 (Valencia-Market) line over 
the Richland Avenue tracks. The 
new line started Dec. 29. The 
Richland district has been bus 
operated for almost a year. 
~=--J «Ge 


Jinuary, 1942 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC CUTS SERVICE 
"NOON DAYLIGHT", SUNSET" HIT 


In order to release cars and 
motive power for other move- 
ments the §.P. has canceled the 
Noon Daylight and Sunset between 
San Francisco and Los Angeles. 
Sleeper service on the Monterey 
branch was also discontinued. 
The changes wore described as 
temporary. January Othe. 

Changes in local commuter 
runs between San Francisco and 
San Jose are @aking place with 
additional rush-hour trains, 
but reduced Saturday runs. The 
trains are caryying many more 
riders than evor before. 

S.P. 2359, 4-6-0, which went 
in the Petaluma Breek last Aug- 
ust is back in N.WeP. service. 
She broke in halper service out 
of Tiburon and was later assign- 
ed to the passenger rune 
KEY'S “TREASURE ISLAND" 

SOLD” TO MARTINEZ FERRY LINE 

fhe Key System ferry "Treas- 
ure Island" (ox-Santa Fe "San 
Pedro*) has been purchased by 
the city of Martinez for service 
to Benccia. The boat last 
sew service in Exposition travel 
in 1940. Other Key boats are 
as yet storcd at the East Bay 
Pier. 








The Western Railroader 


BRIDGE LINES CARRY CAPACITY LOADS 

The bridge trains of the Key Systom betwecn San Francisco and 
East Bay Points are carrying standing loads during rush peridds 
and new trains have becn ddded to take carc of some of the carlier 
evening rush. All of the 88 articulated units are said to be 
in sorvice with the pantcograph equipped 993 and 994 being held 
in reserve for stub service in the East Bay if necessary. Former 
single-unit cars 995 and 996 used on "G shuttle have been rebuilt 
into conventional strect cars and repainted East Bay Transit colors, 


RAILROAD COMMISSION ACTIVITIES 

Dec 4 -- HearingB on the Application of the Sacramento North- 
ern to discontinue street car service in Marysville and Yuba City 
were held, 

Dec 15 -- application was entcred by the Northwestern Pacific 
and the Pacific Lumber Company for a joint trackage agrcement be- 
tween Carlotta and Perrott Crock. 

Dec 16 -=- Application was entered by the Southern Pacific to 
abandon passenger service between Mojave and Owenjo. 

Dec 18 -- Decision granting abandonment of Pacific Electric 
train scrvice betwecn Los Angeles and Temple City--also decision 
peensae abandonment of car service between Colton and San Bernad- 

noe 

Dec 18 -- Decision approving sale of Pacific Coast Railway 
properties to Port San Luis Transportation Company--Coast Counties 
Wharehouses - Rail line and equipment between San Luis Obispo and 
Port San Luis sold to Transportation Company under agreement. The 
Rest of the line is scheduled to be abandoned. 


ote 
REDWOOD EMP IRE 

The Holmes-Eurecka Lumber company will discontinue its 
Operations (truck and rail) at Carlotta next summer for a truck 
layout near Fortuna. 

The Northern Redwood Lumber (A&MR) at Korbel will reopen 
this year thanks to a million dollar RFC loan. Back taxes total- 
ing $200,000 were paid recently. 

The rails of the Glen Blair Redwood Company near Fort 
Bragg Rave been torn up and are said to be on their way to a new 
lumber line near Willets. The company's equipment including a 
shay locomptive, was also moved, 
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STEAM POWER ON NAPA VALLEY ELECTRIC 


Due to heavy movements on the Napa Valley Electric--sole rail 
connection for the Mare Island Navy Yard--steam power has been intro- 
duced to pull the heavy trains. During November §.P. 1623 pulled 
the freight for a few days and in Mid-December Western Pacific 122 
(4-6-0) was brought in for heavy duty. The juice hogs have been 
in regular use also with 99 and 100 doing some double-heading. 
Passenger motor 62 has also been seen in freight service. The juice 
hogs are limited to 10 cars each and have been making many trips. 

The steam engine however is able to bring the entire train down at 
once. Largest train to date was 30 card pulled by the 122.--LB 


wattn 
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MICHIGAN+CALIFORNIA LUMBER ENDS SEASON 

With the coming of winter logging operations of the Michigan-Cal- 
ifornia Lumber Company ended November 29th. All engines North of 
the cable have been brought into Pino Grande for storage. The climax 
(ex-#4) has been scrapped and the Heisler (ex-#1) is on the deadline 
awaiting a like fate. Engines 1, 2 and 3 of the Swayne Lumber have 
become numbers 1, 3 and 4 respectively of the Michigan-Cal. 

The CAMINO, PLACERVILLE AND LAKE TAHOE RAILWAY has purchased a 
70 ton shay for future use. It is at present stored at Camino. 

----Al Phelps 


PACIFIC PORTLAND CEMENT ENGINE SOLD TO CAL-OREGON COAST 

Engine 103 of the Pacific Portland Cement at Auburn, Calif., has 
been sold to the California and Oregon Coast Railroad at Grants Pass, 
Oregon. It is a 28-2 type built by Baldwin in 1926. 

The cent nt road which did not operate this year appears doomed 
as the state plans to build a dam which will cover the roadbed in 
the American River Canyon. -= Al Phelps 


S.P. ATLANTIC "REGULAR" ON VALLEY RUN 
Southern Pacific Atlantic type engine 5036 has been handling 
trains 201 and 202 betwecn Sacramento and Gerber ever since this train 
was inaugurated last September. This is a local train with a usual 
consist of five cars which replaced trains 15 and 16 on the east side 
of the valley. Trains 15 and 16 now run on the west side of the 
Sacramento Valley. --+ AP 


SKIP STOPS--- 

The IER baggage motors 700 and 701 left for the PE December 2 
for a through routing .via local freights to Toriance. 

Cal Street Cable 48 had its front end sheared off in a wreck 
December 2nd at Hyde and Bay. A army truck got in the way. 

Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad's last coach #7 was headed 
for burhting near the Bear River bridge after stripping recently. 

Mason County Logging Company (Washington) #4 is being delevered 
to the Santa Maria Valley Railroad. The company's #12 is headed for 
Samoa on the NWP (Hammond Redwood C mpany)-. 

WeP. "Exposition Flyer" was annuled 12/2/41 and #11 and 12 ran 
stub from Oroville to Oakland due to a washout in the canyon. 

Key System ferry “Treasure Island" (ex-Santa Fe "San Pedr ") has 
been sola to the city of Marttnez for the run between Martinez and 
Beneciae The city voted $35,000 for the — craft. 
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THE WESTERN PACIFIC DIESEL-ELECTRICS 


The first of the W.P.'s new diesel-electric freight locomotives 
of 5400 hp was placed in service on the Feather River Canyon grades 
in Mid-December. The engine was numbered 901 and is the first of 
three in the same seres. 

These locomotives are simblar in general design to the GM-103 
which was tested on the line in May, 1940. Bach is 193 feet long 
and their 16 traction motors are capable of exerting a tractive 
effort at stafting speeds of 225,000---65% greater than that ef the 
W.P.'s largest mallet (137,000 lbs). The diesels are equipped with 
the lowest standard gear ratio of 62:15 which enables them to handle 
a train of 4,900 tons on a 1% grade at a continuous speed of 125 
miles per hour. Dispite this great tonnage capacity at low speeds, 
the diesels can handle no more cars than the large mallet at speeds 
around 20 mphe Due t. the low gear ratio the top speed of the ~*: 
diesels is aut maticly governed at 65 mph. The limit is sufficient 
for freight operations and the locomotives are net equipped for 
passenger operationse 

The new locomotives are equipped with electric holding brake units 
by which the electricity generated by the motors going down hill is 
dissipated in resistance units. The adjustment is such that in 
descending a 1% grade a constant speed of 25 mph r 36 mph can be 
maintaineds 

Following experimental runs on various parts of the system, it 
is expected that shey will be used in grade territory where their 
gfeat hauling capacity at low speeds can be realized. 

The color scheme adopted is a striking rreen fcr the upper 
portion with a broad band of yell w and orange running the length 
»2f the sides and curving to a peak at the front and rear under the 
headlight and above the large W.ePe Medallion on the noses 


The eight Diesel-clectric switch engines authorized in November 
are now under construction at the american Locomotive \Works,. The 
new engines are the same size a& the present WP diesel switchers, 
being rated at 660 hep. and weighing 198,500 pounds. 

While the engines will work at various terminals along the line, 
assignments during the heavy season will probabiy be two each at 
Portola, Stockton and Oakland, with one each at Oroville and Sacram- 
ent: e ; 

The diesel switchers have been found cheaper to operate and 
have a higher degree of availability than a steam switchere aAlss 
of tractive effort as speed increases (parity with steam at 5 mph) 
is not too important in ordinary switching wonk. For the character 
of the work at the locations comtemplated, the new diesels are better 
suited to take over the work now done by steam. 

The additional switchers will permit release of several consol- 
4dations for road service which have been used in yard.-scrvice due 
to a shortage of switch engines. 


Condensed from two articles by P.eLe Wyche in THE HEADLIGHT, 
published monthly by fhe Western Pacific (employees) Club. 

The Western Pacific Club was organized recently by the 
Western Pecific employees and at present is sponsoring many social 
and athelitic activities as well as publishing The Headlight. Its 
headquarters are to be located in the penthouse of the new WePe 
pbuilding at 526 Mission Street, San Francisco. 
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BRANCH LINES---- 

The NeWeP. roundhouse at ‘/illcts has been equipped with a 
high fenee much like a frontier stockade--Indian attack? 

The Petaluma & Santa Rosa Electric Railway passenger motor 
#57 has been burned, Car 55 is off its trucks near Novato on: 
the NWP. These were the last remaining passenger cars on the line. 

"The Sacramento Northern cars are not the first to be used 
to haul loggers to town for the week end. The defunct Caklton & 
Coast used Oregon Electric and Willamettc Valley coaches up till 
a few years ago; the Mcdford Logging is said to use some W.V. 
coaches; the Westfir Logging line has an 0.E. and the Chambers 
Lumber Company uses another W.V."--R.Ve Mills. 

We regret the passing of "MOODY'S MAGAZINE" from the railfan 
field; Linwood Moody dropped a tify sum with the three issues he 
put out. Back copics of these are available at li¢g. Drop 45¢ 
to LINYOOD MOODY, UNION,MAINE. It is a good buys TRAINS size. 

A new Pendulum type passenger car has been placed in oper- 
ation by the Santa Fe for future service on the El Capitan. An 
experimental car of the s-:mc type was tested over the line in 
1939 and the order for the present car followed the favorable 
impression. 

Your Editor, Jack Gibson, Ted Gibson and three non-fans made 
o trip to the Death Valley railroads over the new ycar. The 
Santa Fe at Barstow is under guard and closed byt no difficulty 
was found photographing the Tecop&é Railroad, Tonopah & Tidewater 
and Trona Railroad power. A memorable trip was made over the 
two-foot guage railroad at Ryan where daily passenger operations 
call for three trips. The line is used for inspection tours of 
the Borax mines of the Pacific Coast Borax Company at Ryan. The 
cight mile trip is made with a Plymouth motor pulling one to five 
passenger cars capacity 12 persons at a buck a head. 

The December mecting of the Northern California Railroad 
Club was canceled due to the possiblitics of Black-Outs and the 
uncertainty of train movements during the first weck of this war. 
While the §.P. has offered us continued use of 2 car, they cannot 
guarentee that they might not need it on short notice. Other 
arrangements are being made . for a mecting on January 17th. 
Members will be notificd as soon as negotiations are completed. 

Specification8 for Oregon Electric 51 and 50; 100-tons, 60 
feet over sills, 36! whecls, 50,000 pounds tractive force, cight 
GE #222 motors, Builé by Oregon Electric 1941, 1940. 

Pacific Gas & Electric Company has motorized its #5, J Street, 
line in Sacramento cffective Novembcr 8. The company has only 
two car lines left which operate only during the day on week days; 
nights and Sundays they are operated by bus. Sacramento has 
4 lines left---2 PG&E, 1 Central Cal. Traction, 1 Sacramento North- 
orne 

The street cars of the Utah Light and Traction at Salt Lake 
City made their "last Run" June 1, 1941, but cars are again running 
due to a bus shortage according to Bus Transportation. 

Street car service is still being given by the Bakersfield 
and Kern Electric Railway on its one remaining linee 

The Clay-Sacramento Strect cable line of the Market Street 
Railway in San Francisco did not end New Yoars evo as planned. 

A shortage of busses is believed to have delayed conversion for 
an indefinate period. P 
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